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Equal rights, equal opportunities: Progress for all

Although International Women'’s Day first emergeonfrthe activities of labour movements at the
turn of the twentieth century in North America aacross Europe, the Charter of the United Nations
signed in 1945, was the first international agre@nte establish the principle of equality betweemmven
and men.

It has been twenty-five years that the United Nwtichas been celebrating 8 March as
International Women’s Day. In adopting its 1977ofa8on proclaiming a United Nations Day for
Women's Rights and International Peace, the GeAssgmbly gave two reasons for dedicating a day to
celebrate the world’s women. The resolution aimmd tecognize that in order to secure peace, social
progress, the full enjoyment of human rights amdmental freedoms require the active participation
equality and development of women; and to acknogéetie contribution of women to the strengthening
of international peace and security.

The Convention on Biological Diversity is stronglpmmitted to recognizing and promoting the
integral yet distinct roles that women and men agonserving, celebrating and sharing biodivgraid
has developed a Gender Plan of Action, the firstsokind for any multilateral environmental agresarh
The Plan defines the role of the Convention Segatten stimulating and facilitating efforts on ratal,
regional, and global levels to promote gender etyuahd mainstream a gender perspective.

As recognized in Millennium Development Goal 7,dersity is important for the well-being of
all humans on the planet, now and in the futuree Millennium Development Goals emphasize clear
linkages between gender equality, poverty allesmati biodiversity conservation and sustainable
development. Gender roles affect the economic,tipalj social and ecological opportunities and
constraints faced by both men and women. Recognizgiomen’s roles as primary land and resource
managers is central to the success of biodivecsibgervation and sustainable use. For example, wome
farmers currently account for 60-80% of all fooaghuction in developing countries. However, gender
often remains overlooked in decision-making on asde and the use of biological resources.

This International Women'’s Day is especially sigrant to the Convention as it is taking place
during the celebrations of the United Nations Iné&ional Year of Biodiversity and in the lead-upthe
high-level meeting on biodiversity during the skfifgh session of the General Assembly in New York
September 2010 and the tenth meeting of the Corderef the Parties to the Convention to be held in
Nagoya in October. As we reflect on the achievementhe Beijing Declaration let us also includelsu
insights into our outlook and approach to reverdamudiversity loss, reducing poverty and improving
human well-being.
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Life in harmony, into the future
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